For Immediate Release

June 6, 2007
Carleton Place & District Memorial Hospital 

Carleton Place, ON

Hospital Board makes Redevelopment Project its Highest Priority
At the 52nd Annual General Meeting of the Carleton Place & District Memorial Hospital Corporation, David Somppi, Chair of the Board of Trustees, announced that during the upcoming year the Board would concentrate its efforts on the redevelopment of the hospital.  
“The Board believes the residents of Carleton Place and surrounding communities require and deserve a state of the art facility, capable of providing necessary services in our community over the next 25 years”, stated David Somppi.  “As a result, earlier this year the Board submitted a proposal to the Ministry outlining a summary of the issues and associated risks of our current building.”
The hospital’s redevelopment proposal is the first step in a long process before construction begins.  The next step will be the development of a Business Case.  This includes a Master Program (a detailed assessment of needs and cost of the project), a Master Plan (the architectural design and layout of the new facility) as well as a feasibility study to determine how the community will raise its share of the project cost.  

“The hospital will be exploring three possible alternatives for redevelopment.  This includes the redevelopment of the current building, a new building on the current site or a new building on a new site”, continued Mr. Somppi.  It is too early to determine which scenario will best suit our needs or the costs associated with each option. We hope to be able to seek input from the community on their preferences in the coming year.  
Constructed in the early 1950s, CPDMH is one of the oldest hospitals in Ontario and has serious issues related to the building’s layout and infrastructure. The hospital was designed to accommodate the needs of inpatients and with the shift to ambulatory care, the hospital continues to experience serious problems related to patient flow and accessibility.  The population growth in Carleton Place & the surrounding communities has also resulted in an increase in demand for healthcare services and supporting this level of growth in the existing facility has been, and will continue to be, very problematic.  As well, the current heating/ventilation/air conditioning system was installed in 1965 with an expected life expectancy of 20 years.  Now, over 40 years later, that system is still in operation.  In the summer months, the air conditioning system must be supported by a sprinkler to ensure it continues to function.    
In 2006, the Canadian Council on Health Services Accreditation performed an independent peer review and awarded the hospital full accreditation.  This is but one indicator that demonstrates that, in spite of facility challenges, the hospital is providing effective and efficient care.  Redevelopment is a key part of the hospital’s strategic plan which is designed to ensure the hospital continues to achieve these high standards. 
“Our community requires a new facility that will reflect the needs of all our patients and their families while allowing our staff and physicians to meet the future healthcare demands of our community”, continued Mr. Somppi.  “We are optimistic that we will receive approval from the government by the end of June allowing us to move to the next stage of planning.”   
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